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COMMUNICATIONS.
" COL. BF.NTON'8 UI8TORY..ON THE REMOVAL

OF INDIANS FROM GEORGIA."

[Continuedfrom the National Intelligencer of November 23.]
TO TK« EDITORS 0* TUB HATIORAL WmtLlOEftCEE.

Gentlemen : If Col. Bb*tom had been as solicitous to

make a just repert of the circumstances connected with
the making of the treaty with the Creek Indians, at

Washington, in January, 182G, as he has been to censure

ihe administrations of Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and
to convict them of having acted in bad faith towards

Georgia in neglecting to fulfil the compact with that State
of 1802, and libel me, I should have been spared the un¬

pleasant duty of commenting on his " history," and you,
gentlemen, the trouble of publishing my remarks upon it.

Col. Benton charges in his " History," as published in
the National Intelligencer of the 18th ultimo :

First. That " a great fraud in nn Indian treaty (the
treaty with the Creek Indians of January 24, 182G) was

detected and frustrated".by himself, of course.
Sccond. That 14 Mr. McKenuey, (meaning me,) the In¬

dian bureau clerk, was the actual negotiator of the
treaty;" and

Third. That " this great fraud was with his (my) cogni-
aancf."
Thus "a great fraud" is announceJ, and with it lam

connected, under what form of participation Col. Bknton
leaves the public to infer. It shall be my business to
show the great injustice of both the charge and the im¬
plication ; as also that I was neither " the actual nor

nominal negotiator of the treaty." I will do this by
showing.

First. In what this alleged " great fraud" consisted.
Sccond. That, fraud or no fraud, it was not " in the

treaty."
Third. Who, and who alone, were concerned in it.
Fourth. What sort of "-cognizanco" I had of it, and

when, and where, and by whom it was for the first time
made known to me; as also what was my action upon it,
and what steps were taken by Mr. Barbour in relation
to it. *

I rely for a full and satisfactory exposition of the fore¬

going propositions upon a report made by me to Mr. Bar¬
bour at the time, and which was made in compliance with
his call upon me in the words following:

" State what you know of the progressive steps taken
by me iMr. Barbour) in regard to the late treaty and
immediately preceding the opening of the negotiation
and which led to its execution, and particularly us it re¬

spectsf list of the rnonry which the chirjs prepared, containing
ihe *ums which they require should bepaid over to them imme¬
diatelyt and in this city."

The entire report may be found in American State
Fopera No. 6, Indian Affairs, vol 2, pages 1 shall
*ake from it no more than will eovcr the grounds em¬

braced by the foregoing propositions, and this will be
contained in the following extract:

44 Department op War,
" Office Indian Affairt, May 15, 1820.

" The treaty was then drawn (as it appears in its pre
sent form, without its supplemental article) and agreed to.

44 At this period, and ofttr the tifining of the treaty,
Ridge and Vann brought a paper to me, saying, 'the
chiefs had agreed to the payments to the persons whose
names were upon it, and in the sums opposite each, re¬

spectively.' I told them it was their own affair, the treaty
providing for a payment of the whole 1217,000 dollars
* to the chiefs of the nation immediately after its ratifi¬
cation and it would be for them (the chiefs) to make
whatever distribution of the money they might esteem

proper ; but suggested that it might not be the best
mode, as the nation was interested in the distribution, and
might czcept to it.

" I then took the paper to you and explained these
views. You were much engaged at the time, and answer¬

ed that you presumed it was their own affair, and how¬
ever proper it might be to see a more general equaliza¬
tion of it through the nation, yet you supposed it must
rest with them.
"I returned and asked Ridge and Vann their oljtct for

having the apportionment made here?* They answered
they wanted it counted here and sealed up, and given te
each person, as preferable to having it done in the nation.

" 1 told them it coold not be done here; but the
cashier of the Branch Dank would no doubt oblige them
by seeing it so counted and sealed.
" This afterwards became a subject of consideration

with you. You spoke to me in regard to it; and it hav¬
ing been intimated that probably the inferior and less in¬
telligent of the chiefs might not know what arrangement
was made as to the sums and the manner of applying
them, I sent for Ridge and Vann, and asked them to state
distinctly whether every member of the delegation knew
as well as they did the mode which they had adopted for
the distribution of the money ? Ridge frankly answer¬

ed, 4 No; but that Opothleyoholo and Charles Coonells
knew, and that was enough.'

441 reported this to you, when you directed me to send
for the delegation. Thit icat after the tuppltmental article
of the treaty teat agreed to and tent to the Senate. They
came. You then represented to them the danger that
might arise from so partial a distribution of their money,
as their people at faome. might not submit to it. You
were answered 4 They knew what they were doing.' You
then directed the interpreter to say that you had no de¬
sire to control that over which the treaty hid given them
the power; but, as the paper had been handed to you,
you wished to read it, and know whether they had all
agreed to have the disposition made of the money which
was therein indicated. They answered, each and indivi¬
dually, 4 }'«#,' repeating that it was their own arrange¬
ment, and the fears you bad expressed in regard to the
probable effects of such a course upon their people at
home need not be indulged, for that they would see that
their people ratified the arrangement, as in the event of
any dissatisfaction they had their annuity and this very
money, and would so apply it as to satisfy all; and that
that very paper and all that has been written would be
read and fully explained in council to their people on
their return home. You told them you still had your
fear?, but could only advise.

' 44 TIIO. L. McKENNEY.
" To Hon. James Barbour, Secretary of War."
Now, Mr. Barbour knew whether this response to so

much of his call as is coutained in tHe above extract was

true or not true. He endorsed its truth by adopting and
sending the whole report to the Senate.

Mr. Barbour says, in bis note addressed to Mr. Benton
and Mr. McLane which accompanied my roport: 44 Its
distribution," (that is, the apportionment of a portion of
the price to be paid for the lands by the chiefs among
themselves,) 41 at their instance, is considered no affair o(
this Government, exccpt so far as humanity was concern¬
ed in preventing disturbance. To my advice they (the
chiefs) replied, their authority as representing their tribe
had not been questioned as to the sale of their lands, and
they could not see the propriety of ita being doubted as

to the receipt of the purohase money, and that they were

willing to be responsible for all consequences."
The foregoing shows that the 44 great fraud" consisted

in a certain proposed distribution of a portion of the
money arising out of the sale of their lands by the chiefs
who made the treaty among themselves, and that, however
unequal or unjust it might be to their people at home, it
was » matter that oonoerned themselves; that it was not
4« in the treaty;" and that my 44 cognizance" of their
mode of distributing the money was not known, and I
tnay add not even suspected by me, until brought to my
knowledge in the way and at the time stated in my re¬

port. It has been shown, moreover, that I did not think
it jut to their nation that such a distribution should be

(Bade, aod also what were the »tep« taken by Mr. Bar-
? la the Departaaak

bour, on ray making the subject known to him, to dis¬
suade the ohiefe from the course they had adopted.

l*will not .top to characterize as it deserves Col.ton*a version of this affair, lie knew aUthweoiMum-
stances as chairman of the committee of
had my report, endorsed by Mr. Barbour, belforei »"so rfr. Birbiuf. letter. II. kt>«. l« »>>«'=».. «J
the - great fraud," and that it was not " in the W"*,
and that it was confined to the chiefs themselves, as alsoS?trt?yw?"£««ll.dbyboth Mr. Barbour and^self not to dispose of the money according to the p
as decided upon by them; but to take it all home, and
there make a distribution of it in a way more equal, and
thus save themselves from the probable consequences Uiat
miirht follow so partial a distribution ot it. 1 say Co..
Benton knew all this, lie knew, further, what was the
tort of " cognizance" 1 had of it; and he alone perhaps
knows why he did not make his " History to correspond
with these recorded facts in the case.

But, again: CoL Benton says " I vtu the actual neg-
tiator of the treaty." If this were so I certainly could
have no motive fur denying it- .The#^*lyu2 structuretinged with . " fraud," " ?"i'bribery'' of any sort^f0^dSSthiS?«r^S2 The object;S XSSS^TtliwSSiBut I was neither .'the ac¬
tual" nor nominal "negotiator of that teeaity. y P
sition was subordinate, as were my duties. Ihc.e l dis
churned faithfully, but always within the oircle ofmy re-
latioustothe Secretary of War. It is true I was honored
by his confidence, and-he received from
my position and long experience in our Indian relations

eDMy1aTydaUfathe truth of Col. Benton's assertion
will 1 am sure,be deemed sufficient; but I confidently
refer to Gen. Cass, whose services Mr. Barbour put in re-

quisition during the negotiation of that treaty °
whom Mr. Barbour admits he owed much of the sucoess
of the negotiation, as a witness to prove the truth ol my

dTreiy upon the foregoing to satisfy the public thatl
was not "the actual negotiator of the treaty with
Creeks of 1820, as unequivocally charged by Col. Bentou
in h:s " History," aud also to prove what sort of connex¬
ion 1 had with that alleged "great fraud whicht he :an¬
nounces to have been made known to him, and with whichSeTonnVcts me. I have shown that there was no fraud,
" erea? or email, which had the most remote connexion
with the making of that treaty on the part of any officerof the Government; aud that the true character of the
fraud to which Col. Benton refers was entirely one-sided,
rind related wholly, and without the knowledge or suspi-
ninn of what was going on by the party acting for the
United States till after the treaty was made, tothtJ^^ihemtllvet and the manner in which it was agreed among
themselves to divide a large portion of the consideration
monev agreed to be paid them under the treaty.

1 know of but one attempt to connect a '4^ [r»udwith the making of that treaty, and that was by Col. Ben¬
ton himself. He admits the fact, but draws over his re¬
lation to that proposed bribery a veil, the object of which
doubtless is to soften the features of his proposltion and
hide their leformity from tue puolic eye Hear him.
" The Secretary (>lr. Barbour) was very willing to do all
this " (that is. procure a supplemental article ceding a

the land. In Georgia,) "but said it was impossible
that the chivfs would not agree to it. 1 rec°®®^®dhim to make some presents so as to overcome their <im¬position, which he most innocently declined, because t
would savor of bribery." And then announces: In the
mean time it had been communicated to me th.U- the trea
ty already made was itself the work of great bribery.

This announcement, it is true, was well caiculat^ ^p
put in the background Col. Benton's proposa"^.makebome presents, so as to overcome their opposition

,
&c

and it was behind the shelter of this " great bribery < ol.
BeMon w'uVd bide hisown briber, plan B«tk,r.eeri
tells us bow that proposition wa. receded byMr. B -

bour and with what indignant rebuke he met it. Mr.iTrbour ncant that his sense of Col. Benton', proposition
Aould 40 to ?b. reeord .be. * wrote thu..(ad.lre»u.gHeuton Mr. M-.Lmm :) " ? or althoughTwas advised as Col. Denton is aware, to approach the
influential chiefs with secret gratuities, justified, asitwas

i »» /V\u Pnl Rpnton I "by the usages of the Govern-

and Mr McLane, if Mr. Barbour's version °f Col. Ben¬
ton'. plan for a bribery of " 1the
not been true to the letter, why did he not ^he time ^Xcent to it; but if it is true, (and none will doubt it,) the
CoL Benton's "innocent" manner of merelyWJthat "some presents be made to overcome ©bjec
lion," &c. will have to give place to lhc.hba°t1Jrey^nton'sMr. Barbour's testimony, which shows that o .

.

proposition w.s to .ppro.cb.'jjot the enure Jelepmn.
but "tbe influential obiefs"-with what!
gents v" No, but "with srertt gratuities. Srcrf*, the
vcrv worst form of bribery. It was high time, after such
a proposal and such a rebuke as Mr labour flung m its
face that some fuss of some sort should be made to d
vert'public attention from both the ^^JhTww met!Benton and the indignant rebuke with whiich i¦ ^To set Mr. Barbour down as "the ac*ual neB
the treaty" in which " a great fraud" was co
ter that, and that " he wa. cognuant * »*.
been too daring, when, in order to e«tab^ £fraud," it was necessary to make another ' the actual ne

gotiator of the treaty," when the honor
and of course a " cognaance of that great fraud,
shifted from Mr. Barbour's shoulders to mine. This, it
must be confessed, was a most ingemou.
Mr. Barbour is dead; Col. Bonton knew iit.
from the tomb could be uttered to correct tbi. HujWJof Col Benton. But the author of that " History should
have remembered that the records were alive, and that
their language ia beyond hi. power to silence or ingenuity
10 f'retreat the only proposition for a bribery project to
secure the completion of The Creek Treaty of * ashington5,January, 1820, which ever came to my knowledge wa.
hv Col Benton himself; nor was It presented as he saj
it was

'

that is, if Mr. Harbour's uncontradicted testimony
(uncontradicted, 1 mean, till now, i. entitled to beltef.
And wbo doubts it T

T.ofl t McKENNEV,
Formerly CM* of tbe Bureau of

New York, November, 1853.

THE TREATY OF PAYNE'S LANDING.

To the Editori of the National Intelligent":
a.,.-.* : Your paperof the 80th of November con¬

tains a long article, signed " Thomas L. '
.

merly Chief of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, as ing^ton," reprehending ex-Senator Duto» and thecommwt.
in his forthcoming book on the course .

Government towards the State of Ojorgia re.pecUDg
Creek an<l Cherokee Indians formerly in that State.
Mr McKrxn.y insist, that the treaty of "Indian

Springs," concluded with the Georgia Indians on the 12th
of February, 1825, and ratified by the Senate of the Uni¬
ted States on the 7th of March, and ^led by
the treaty of Washington of January 24th, 18-0, was a

gross fraud and outrage upon the " Creek nation : andL denounce, all concerned in the negotiation and ratifi¬
cation thereof in unmeasured terras. His publication s
generally quite uninteresting to me, and I do not pre-fume the public feel any deep concern respecting thesesumetn p

disposed to intermeddle,"'f, th? ".el" »'

;:;:;;»t o'bi. lonS letter. «.*. » .b..breese..f ftrtft»r oaoted. What he there says concernstenecs ier
esteemed friend of mine, now ab-^tZmTe oou.tr? on public service, and also in ...

degree myself; anda.^^ ^'Wtions Mr. McKkssit th«re ma^es j
that absent friend and to myself.

Mr. in answer to Col.
that the ratification by the United fetate.

irn#fBtreaty of Indian Spring, was evidence of
^ ^and that the snbwquent repudiation o i 7

Adams, Secretary Barbour, and Mr. Mchenney,
others was improper, say. a. follows

.. a. well might Col. Benton have referred to th. raU
cation by the Senate of the treaty, .o called, of e
He hota ot- to that of Payne'* handing, the first pnrpSZ With the Cherokees and the la.t with the *»'«.£and justified U.e enormity of the wiokedne.. of bo^'*cau.e ratified by the United State. Senate, at to tiu* »o

less iniquitous outrage upon the Greek Indians and their
' guarantied' rights by the treaty of the Indian Springs.
Does that man live who, with a knowledge of the circum-
stances attending all thr&e of these so-called treaties,
will designate them as being any thing short of down¬
right infringements on the rights of the Indians, and de¬
rogatory alike to the honor and humanity of thowe who
negotiated and the power that ratified them ? There
wonld seem to be one exception, at least so far as the
treaty of tlifc Indian Springs is concerned."
Qen. James Gadsden, of South Carolina, the present

Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States to the Re¬
public of Mcxico, was the commissioner who, on the
Uth of May, 1832, " negotiated" the "treaty of Payne's
Landing." It was ratified on the 12th of April, 1834, as

1 am informed, by the unanimous vote of the Senate. I
had the honor of acting as the secretary of the commis¬
sion in the negotiation," and my name will be found
signed to the treaty as an attesting witness to ita
ilou by tbe head chiefs of the Semiiuilcs. If that treaty
was an " enormityJ,' ji It "«*»«< ./ wMwt," if It
was " an intyuilom outrage,'11 can exonerate myBelf from
the charge of being an accessory before the fact in the
perpetration of this crime only by pleading that my po-
sition was entirely subordinate and irresponsible, or thut I
was non capax dolt. I will not consent that such defences
be made in my behalf. Long a resident citizen of Florida,
and occupying positions that enabled me to know the
course of the Federal and Territorial Governments and of
the people of Florida towards the Seminoles, up to the
period when that treaty was concluded and ratified, I dc-
ny the truth of the accusations mado in the ({notation
above given from Mr. McKenney's publication. I would
not willingly participate in a " downright infringement
of the rights" of nDy, whether " Indian" or white man,
and 1 claim to have aided actively, though in a subaltern
capacity, in the " negotiation" of that treaty. If " dis¬
honor" and " inhumanity" can justly be imputed to any
one on account thereof, I am also guilty. It is perhaps
true that in this case, as respects my humble self, I might
be content with the consideration that Mr. McKenney in¬
volves in his accusations of turpitude, wickedness, inhu¬
manity, and dishonor the entire body of the United
States Senate of April, 1834, when the treaty of Payne's
Lauding was ratified; and more than two-thirds of the
Senate of May, 1830, when the Cherokee treaty of "New
Echota" was ratified, and also more than two-thirds of the
Senate of March, 1825, when the treaty of " Indian
Springs' was ratified; and likewise Presidents Monroe and
Jackson, and Secretaries Calhoun and Cass, as well as
Gen. Gadsden and ether gentlemen of high character.
J3ut I scorn, in behalf of my absent friend Gen. Gadsden
or for myself, to use such shield, impregnable though it
be, against'the assaults of the ci divant " Chief of the
Indian ISoreau at Washington," holding that it is due to
the country and to its reputation that such calumuious
accusations should be met by prompt exposure and refu¬
tation.
As to the inhumanity imputed, Mr. McKenney is pecu¬

liarly unfortunate in having selected the Seminole nation
and the treaty of Payne's Landing to sustain eucIi a

charge, as a reference to facts, recorded in the national
statute book and in printed documents of Congress, will
abundantly prove.

In the year 1631 the Peninsular Seminoles were scourg¬
ed with pestilence and famine. The corn crops failed
from unprecedented droughts in the spring and summer
of that year. Superadded to this calamity, the smallpox
broke out among them, carrying off hundreus of their
men, women, and children. An cndemic malignant fever
followed these misfortunes, and the effects of hurricanes
and floods of unparalleled violence and extent in the
known history of the peninsula reduced them to utter
destitution. Many of the white settlers near to them
contributed to their relief by liberal donations of corn
and meat to avert absolute starvation. The plunder of
the frontier settlements by the Indians to obtain food did
not take place only because the warriors of the nation
were too enfeebled by di%«aa« utkd suffering to engage in
mrh a cootm sail tale of the suffering of tke 8c
minoles reached the ear of Congress, and by the act of
5th of May, 1832, the War Department was directed to
furnish them medicine, and especially, by vaccination, to
arrest their annihilation by smallpox, a disease, with the
lBdians and negroes, in six cafes Out of ten fatal.
Do these acts display .' inhumanity Were they deeds

of "wickedness. Congress, by the act of .{1st ot May,
1832, appropriated several thousand dollars for the pur¬
chase of corn and other provisions for them, in conse¬

quence (as is especially rented in the act) of "the failure
of their crops" of the previous year. Was this an act of
"inhumanity," or " wickedness," or of "dishonort" Nor
can it be truly insinuated that these things were done to
induce (or bribe) the Seminoles to agree to the treaty of
Payne's Landing. The respective dates of the treaty and
of the acts cited conclusively dispose of any such insinu¬
ation. It is proper also to notice that the treaty contains
no stipulation whatever by the United States to render
suoh assistance. It was entirely gratuitous.
The council with the Seminoles at Payne's Landing was

neld between the 1st and 9th of May, 1832, and it was

convened at the instance and earnest request of the Semi¬
nole nation. Not only were the principal head chiefs pre¬
sent at that council, but the masses of the nation attend¬
ed it. Few were absent except those who were too en¬
feebled by disease to travel. The Indiana had become
disheartened by their condition. The white settlements
in Florida made under the treaty of Camp Moultrie, ne¬

gotiated in September, 1823, (while Mr. McKenney wat
"Chief of the Bureau of Indian Affairs at Washington,' }
had restricted their hunting privileges; and their most in¬
telligent and sagacious chiefs were appalled at the pros¬
pect before them, aud freely admitted that the only mea¬

sure to avert the speedy extinction of the nationwas their
emigration to the reserved Indian territory west of the
State of Arkansas. Serious difficulties, however, existed
between some of the Seminoles and the Georgia Creeks,
who had previously emigrated west, or were then about
to remove. Not a few of the elder Seminole warriors
were fugitives from the Creek Nation for offences com¬
mitted years before against the Indian laws, by which
their lives had been forfeited. The Indian code is re¬
lentless. Sentences under it never die. There is no limi¬
tation of time as to their execution. As can readily be
imagined, some of these Indians entertained apprehen¬
sions thai the Creeks, upon the opportunity being afford¬
ed by the suggested union of the Seminoles with them in
the west, would rigorously enforce the punishments for
all unatoned crimes. ** Arpiaka," or " Sam Jones," was

one or' these fugitives for crime, and indeed the same may
be said with truth of nearly every one of the prominent
first objectants to emigration. There were also many un¬

settled differences between Creeks and Seminoles as to
rights of descent in respe<!t of chieftainship or rank and
as to property, especially as to numerous slaves then in the
Seminele nation claimed by Creeks. Some of the Semi¬
nole claimants and also some of the negro slaves did from
the outset express apprehensions of trouble witlt the
Creeks on this score, tnough it was not till at least a year
after the conclusion of the treaty of Payne's Landiug, in
May, 1832, that the influence thereby created against
emigration became formidable. Those considerations,
however, constituted then, is they have ever since, and
as at this time they constitute, the real obstacles to the emi¬
gration of the entire Seminole nation west. "Sam
Jones's" anticipations of punishment by the Creeks for
the crimes of ancient days, for which he fled from them,
and " Billy Bowlegs" fears of " Wild Cat" and another
rival for supremacy in the Seminole nation, are the true
difficulties preventing the removol west of the seven or

eight hundred of their fellows yet in the Kverglades.
At the council of Payne's Landing the infiueuce of the

wisest, most patriotic, and disinterested counsellors of
the nation prevailed. That influence had not become
weakened by the unceasing and insidious efforts against
removal used by the fugitive Creeks, and by the claimants
of disputed property, and for contested precedence, art¬

fully directed to the young Seminole warriors and to the
negro slaves. But these efforts, aided by ill-advised
courses of the Federal Government and some of its agents
in 199$, '34, and '36, ultimately resulted in open hostile
resistance to emigration by the ma*sof the nation and in
the war that commenced at the end of tho last year above
named, and which is yet to be finally closed.

I doubt not that if Gen. Gadsden had, in May, 1832,
insisted upon a treaty with the Seminole nation, then as¬
sembled at Payne's Landing, providing for the absolute,
unconditional, and immediate removal west, those who
subsequently becamc openly hostile to emigration wobld
not then have ventured to oppose the popular feeling and
general conviction of the nation, caused by its then utter¬
ly dependant and desperate condition. A recurrence to
t.he stipulations of the treaty he did make will show that
such was not his eourse. It was dictated by feelings of
liberality and justice ; by a desire not merely to do jus
tioe, but to satisfy the Indians that such was the object
of the Government, and that it intended to aid and pro¬
tect them.
Thus much in vindication of the justice and humanity

[ of the Government, the truth of history, and the honor

of ftnindividu*l for the first tine assailed during ft life of
activity mainly devoted to the public service.
On we whole, I suppose Col. MoKenney to belong to a

class if sentimental persons who, in utter ignorance of
the trie stote of things among the inferior races of man¬
kind,- regard the inevitable triumphs of philosophy and
civilisation over barbarism as encroachments of ruffianism
upon the peaceful domains of Arcadia.the drowning of
"wood{notes wild" from shepherd's pipe with profaneand ribald noises.the entrance of Satan into Eden.

I am, gentlemen, with much respect, your obedient ser-
tani, IHJUGLAS VASS.

FROM OUR NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT.

Nmw Yokk, iXscMcasxn 24, 1803.
As Editors, you of course have s*en anil read tho

speech of Zlr. Mitchell, the Irish exile, which Itiling jtaJJ kill him off at once as to auj fu^re jft-
thtencQM might otherwise have had. \Vhe^he, £perfect stranger among us, seeking and obtaining a

stale asylum from his persecutors and enemies, and
enjoying our protection and hospitality, thus em¬

braces the first public occasion that he can obtain to cen¬

sure the action of our Government and to dictate the course

of our national policy, he certainly cannot expect to re¬

ceive either the approbation or the sympathy of our citi¬
zens, particularly when he adds, that, whilst thus enjoy¬
ing " the freedom guarantied to him as a citizen or in¬
choate citizen," his purpose to carry on and stimulate re¬

volutionary movements in Europe. Mr. Mitchell has
fallen into til# same error as Kossuth, who "went up
like a rocket and came down like the stick, when he at¬

tempted to dictate to Americans what their national policy
should be, and to unsettle the fundamental basis on which
our foreign relations have been regulated ever since we

had a Government.
1 have not met a single individual here who does not

in strong terms condemn the course of Mr. Mitchell,
and draw the most unfavorable conclusions as to him, in
comparison with the modesty and propriety of conduct
exhibited by his fellow-sufferer and exile, Meagher.
The remarks of the New York Commercial Advertiser

on this speech are peculiarly appropriate, and I refer jou
to them. .

Mr. Secretary Marcy, I hope, will survive the tirade of
Mr. Mitchell upon his Koszta letter and his censure ot
him, because.
" The Secretary of State at Washington, in his last

note to the Austrian Minister.actuated certainly by the
nicest Bense of diplomatic courtesy.has taken care to
warn all adventurers and seditious propagandists that
the United States will in no wise sanction or protect
them if they engage in fraudulent machinations for dis¬
turbing the internal quiet of other nations ; and he fur¬
ther declares «that the United States will do as much as
any ol' the European Powers to promote tranquillity.' "

What, for a person placed in the circumstances of Mr.
Mitchell, could be in worse taste than the following:
" No secretary or man shall charge me with fraud. I

am a professed revolutionist now, an adventurer, a sedi¬
tious propagandist. I mean to make use of the freedom
guarantied to me as a citizen or inchoate citizen of Ame¬
rica to help and to stimulate the movement of European
Democracy, and especially of Irish independence. I mean
to claim for the revolutionary refugees here not only the
hospitality and the comity of America, but also her sym¬
pathy an4 active friendship; nay, 1 claim for them that
America shall be to them tlie very sUuuing ground pray¬
ed for by Archimedes, whereon they may plant a lever
that shall move the world."

Mr. MitcAsll will soon End out, If he has not already
done -o, he has made a mistake, ao4 misuAderetauds
the charfteter of the American people. The Commercial
concludes its remarks by saying:

" We have not room to-day to comment on this speech
as it deserves. But commeut is scarcely necessary. We
are much mistaken if every American citizcn. native or
naturalized, Whig or Democrat, who reads these passages
from Mr. Mitchell's speech, does not feel indignant tuat
such an unjust attack should be made upon an officer of
the American Government by a man who at the moment
he uttered it was enjoying American hospitality.'
The next California stoamer will probably give us the

finale ef the filibustering expedition.
I greatly fear our Government has lost a fine opportu¬

nity for a display of proper energy and promptness for
checking such atrocious proceedings and vindicating the
character of the country from the imputation of fostering
and encouraging them.
The United States. I believe, have no war steamer on

the Pacific coast, but they could readily have made an

arrangement with some of the steam companies for the
charter of one of the fine steamers to be found at some of
the Pacific port3 of the Isthmus, and might have sent out

by the steamer that left here on the 20th an ofiiccr of the
navy, with a pair of epaulets on his shoulders, to take
the command and move at once up the coast to in¬
tercept the marauders before they could do other mis¬
chief or further commit the country.
A prompt action of this kind would have had»a very

favorable effect upon our present important negotiations
with Mexico, whilst the delay may tend greatly to embar
rass them, besides giving an advantage to the British in¬
terest, as the English Minister at Mexico has, it appears,
placed a war steamer at the control of the Mexican Gov¬
ernment to proceed in pursuit of this petty expedition.
It may, however, now become a more formidable aSuir,
for it is understood that the handful of men have returned
for reinforcements, which they will probably find les« diffi-
culty in procuring, upon the exaggerated representations
whieh they will make as to the impunity with which some

fifty or sixty men landed and carried on their operations,
and that five hundred would overrun and hold the country.

If the present or any increased force has landed on

Mexican territory, onr Government of course could not

interfere with them, or if they are captured either on

land or sea by the Mexican authorities they will proba-
bly be summarily executed, and thus produce popular ex¬

citement leading to further trouble. These probable
consequences might have been fully guarded against, Lad
the Administration, in the way indicated above, inter¬

cepted the expedition on the high seas and brought the

parties into an American port, to be there dealt with as

the law directs. Another good and highly important re¬

sult from such a course would have been the checking ot

future undertakings of the kind ; for if the Administra¬
tion does not show that they art opposed to all such
things, and will visit those engaged in these predatory
and piratical expeditions with the full punishment of the

laws, they will be kept in hot water during their whole
term of office. The President expresses his determina¬
tion to put down all such attempts, so far as lie has power
or authority to do 60, and I have no doubt he is perfectly
sincere in these declarations ; but there is, notwithstar.d-
ing, a lurking belief in the mind6 of some, and particu¬
larly of those disposed to engage in these lawless expe¬
ditions, that a Democratic Adminiotration rather f*>ors
then secretly; and it will require some overt and enor-

getic action on the part of the l'residont to di?pel this
delusion. The want of action in the present case is even

quoted here as proof that the Cabinet at Washington are

not particularly anxious on the subject. In this, I tinuk,
justice is not done to their motives.

It is, however, not yet too late to adopt the mode indi¬
cated above, and it is to be hoped that some discreet and

experienced naval officer will be sent out by the next

California steamer, with authority to hire one of tho

steamers of some of the companies, if in his opinion, from
the information he obtains on arriving at the Isthmus, he
nhoald deem it necessary. 41 An ouuee of prevention is

worth a pound of cure, and nipping this thing in the
bad may save a world of future embarrassment and
trouble.

It is to be regretted that the press generally of the

country is not more sound as regard# this matter, and
that direct approval is so often expreeeed m favor of such

outrages on the rights of friendly nations, with the Bun¬
combe cries of " manifest destiny," extending " the area
of freedom," &c. Some even of those presses who refuse
their sanation treat the matter in such " lady-like and
holyday termb" as to afford indirect encouragement.
The Courier and Enquirer of this city is at any rate

one of the honorable exceptions from this rule, and ealls
things by their right names, in pure Saxon, in tbjj follow¬
ing extract from its columns:

" Tub Makauokrs jlnd Mi'RDI&eks..The impunity
with which fillibustering expeditions are organized on the
Pacific coalt shows that respect for law and for the rights
of neighboring nations possesses no stronger hold upon
the public mind on that side of the republic than on this.
W« hear the exploit* of the miserable handful of banditti
who lately landed at Ia Paz, murdered the inhabitants,
and ravaged the property of the country, as long as they
eoultt do so with safety, and made a preciplt *n<i oow

-^proach 0f force capaVjof j vish-<
ing tneiu tor suoh inraroh. «?«».. «i>okon T" in #niLlVo
journals, with some claims to standing and cuaracter, as
an hertic struggle for liberty, the courageotn achieve¬
ments of patriots, and an honorable attempt to revolu¬
tionize the government of the northwestern provinces of
Mexico. Such language is a scandalous misuse of terms,
the tendency of which is to corrupt the publio morals,
by subverting their sense of duty towards other nations,
and their contempt for crime, though committed under
the specious pretexts of patriotism and a love of liberty.
" The gang of baffled marauders, whose flaming ac¬

counts of their own performances have graced the columns
of the newspapers, were robbers and murderers; who,
instead of having earned an honorable fame, deserved to
be strung up on the first tree to which their captors may
bring them. It indicates a most depraved state of opin¬
ion in the country that this band of flying villains could
board an American mail-ship on the high seas, and com¬
municate a formal report of thpir atrocities upon an un¬

prepared and defenceless community, against whom they
had not even a pretext of complaint. They»would not
have done so had they not felt a well-grounded confi¬
dence that the recital of their luwleas violence would be
received with other sentiments than the indignant con¬

tempt which they deserve."
If the public press generally would hold similar just

language, it would soon create such a correct state of
public opinion and feeling as would soon put down all
such attempts, and remove the stain which they create

upon our national reputation.

PROTECTIVE DUTY ON WOOL.

GBBEywicH Station, Decembbb H.
Messrs. Editohs : It is reported the Government propo¬

ses to admit the raw materials used by manufacturers duty
free. Such intentions are well calculated to excite sur¬

prise, especially if pelts and wool are proposed to be
classed among free articles.

It is believed the capital used in wool-growing is much
more than one hundred millions of dollars, and that it is
not less, if it is not considerably more, than that employ¬
ed iu its manufacture, and that the manufacturer is quite
as able to dispense with projection on cloth as is the
wool-grower on wool.
Wool is now raised in all or nearly all the States, and

is a source of moderate but sure and annual income to

millions of people scattered through all parts of our coun¬

try, and those too who would feel the lo.^s of that source

of income keenly.
Wool and sheep are now gradually improving, which

is well known to result fr»m careful attention, as was

shown on the estate of Gen. Washikcto*, sheep
\ xwjrtiJy when under hi* own -ax ^
While he was in the army. ;

If prices become depressed to the rate whi# prevailed
four or five years since, and that too when other branches
of agriculture pay as well or nearly as well as they now

do, thousands of wool-growers will turn from the business
with disgust, and their flocks wiil be allowed to dwindle,
or will be driven to the butchers or slaughtered for their

pelts. It is hoped our Government will not deprive agri¬
culture of the little protection which it now has.

Respectfully, W. II. M.

THE CIltAT RIVER, VIRGINIA.

TOR THE SATIOXAL INTELLIGENCER.

In Harper's Magazine for December there ie a rerj in¬
teresting article on the subject of the scenery of this
river. The sketches aie by a first-rate artist, and the
description, if by the same hand, j.roTes that he wields
the pen with as much skill as the pcncil. Few imagined
we had near us so great a wonder of* nature as the falls
of the black fork of Cheat river, which descend five or

six hundred feet in a number of successive leaps, and arc

as great a curiosity as the falls of Tequendamn, in South
America. The whole of the Alleghany range, to Georgia,
contains remarkable scenery, and no mountains afford
finer subjects for the tourist and artist. Correa de Serra,
callod the Cherokee country, the Tuscany of America !
Thero is a very remarkable fall in Habersham county,
which I believe has never been described.
The country on the Cheat river, which contains the

Falls of Black Fork, is almost a wilderness. There is a

district of at least forty miles by twenty in Randolph
county, inhabited only by bears, deer, and otlier wild
animals. I am informed it belongs to the Randolph fa¬
mily,- and may be shortly brought into market by sales
for tuxes. A part of it is a beautiful country, formed by
the streams which descend the slopes of the Alleghany
mountains to the river. The magnificent timber, chiefly
white oak, so important in Western steamboat building,
comes directly from the Cheat river. It abounds in coal
and iron ore. The Monongahela, at Morgantown, divides
the river which retains the name, coming from the south ;
the other, the Cheat, which i9 the m iin stem, retains the
general course, passing through a .¦insularly picturesque
mountain region, yet with much fertile laud well adap¬
ted to cultivation. The character of its picturesque sce¬

nery is well known here. Two of our native artists,
McClurg and Wall, made an excursion there last summer
for the purpose of sketching. The first is an historical
paiuter, who has had the best opportunities for study in
Europe in cultivating his eminent talents. Mr. Wall is
exclusively devoted to landscape painting, and I will say
without hesitation that in representing American tccnery
he has no superior, if he h*s an equal, in the United
States. From sketches taken by him last summer he
has executed several exquisite views on,the Cheat river
and neighboring streams. I cannot but feel regret that
ho is not better known out of his own vicinage. One of
his pictures, if exhibited iu New York or Philadelphia,
would produce a sensation. He lias taken a high rank
among American artists, and all that is wanting to cause
hid talents to be every where appreciated, ns thej are
here, is to see his pictures aud compare them with those
of other artists.
* I am of course partial tp my own country ; yet, after
seeing many otlier lands, I think this region round the
head of the Ohio one of the most desirable and beautiful
on the globe. In picturesque beauty it cannot be sur¬

passed ; and where is there ore superior to it in health,
minerals, agricultural advantages, and in its climate?
1 ts valleys and bill-tops are equally fertile, and watered
every where by rivulets and streams. I believe it is the
best watered couutry in the world ; and iu a state of na¬

ture, when covered with its magnificent forests of oak,
walnut, hickory, sugar tree* covering the whole surface.
abounding with every ipec cs of game and fish.it »ii?i
huve been a delightful abode to the hunter. I remember,
when a boy, that deer and wild turkeys were so abun¬
dant thai tLey wero hardly ranked among articles of food,
and were eaten on account of the comparative scarcity of
pork and beef. But things are wonderfully changed.
At this time a wild ttirkey is a curiosity ; and we have
venison brought to us five hundred miles by railway from
Illinois and Michigan, with fresh ft^h every day from the
lakes, and oysters in the shell from Baltimore. And yet 1
liko the memory of the old times better than our present
advantages, which others will regard as an ample com¬

pensation. . H. M. BRACKENRIDGE.

The anniversary of the Battle of Trenton was celebrated
at Trenton on Tuesday last by a sham fiftht and other
military displays, in which a number of visitirg volunteer
cenpaoiee participated.

MATERIAL MD TO TURKEY.

Meeting of Genua *, '"rettch, Hungarians, <fcc-
'on*., Dbcemubr 2S, 18GS.

Quite a large nulhber of eigners were collected |
ther last evening, in Eciiha- 4 Hotel, to discuss the pro¬
jected expedition to T'liv The scene was piotur«/#q«»
in the extreme, and wouii .re formed a splendid »i"
ject for the pencil of Teuu T itles were Mattered 1
and there, and on each of the: stood sundrj^huge gohhM
which possibly overflowed at one time with lager beee.
After several spasmodic puffs to clear away the toheeee
smoke whifih obstructed our vision, we were enabled .»
discover that the room was filled with men.men of mtmf
nation; men with large beards, from whose mouths wad*
ously shaped piped projected ; desperate looking feltoMt
destined probably to be the saviors of the Ottoman PadMr
and the terror of the Autocrat of all the Bussias.

It seems that this society.for «< ^ety it »»..intend*.*#
ori*ais» »yi;ral companies! srbc W> *t*»» u- i«m4*"
nople dvr^ct « : *Ooh l'~x Jvjrict, *, , ^,4It*
principles are cosmopolite. Am i t« member* are fi«*»
jnana, French, l'oles, Hungarian*, "and oven Amtricaen-

The President, M. BcuiftKO, galled ibe meetutg towdet.
Several letters were read by the Secretary fruja. velan-

teers offering their services ; one from an A meriv in, wLe-
said lie could command fifty dollars, .nd v uui i a» awn
die in " Hungary " for liberty as in America Alettes
was also read from a Baltimore lady, drawing the attri¬
tion of the society to a gun which can be fired ten tinm
in a minute, carrying eleven balls at a time, to the dis¬
tance of three hundred yards.
The President then announced that Mr. Lawrence, of

the Erie Railroad Company, had offered provisions fte
two hundred and fifty men for six months; that Jollies
had been requested to give a concert; and that the land¬
lord of the Shakspeare Hotel had offered a room for a vo¬
cal performance in order to raise funds for the object tkm
society has in view.
The meeting adjourned ; after which several voluntMsv

came forward and enrolled their names. The proceeding#
were carried on during the evening entirely in the tier-
man language.
We were present yesterday, by the courtesv of the Se¬

cretary of the Navy, at an interview of Lieut. Coamrw;,
U. S. Navy, just returned Irani the Japanese expedition,
with the President of the United Stutcs; during whiaii
were presented Irom Commodore Perry an assortment «f
Japanese articles, such as silks, pipes, &c. These wore
a portion of the presents sent on board after the inter¬
view at Gori Hummer and tho delivery of the letter «ff
the President of the United States to the commission.
deputed to nleet the Commodore, while specimens of Arse
rican manufactures were given in return..Sentmti.

Break on thk Hudsos River Railroad..During tkt
past six or eight months a email bay which existed be¬
tween the Hudson River Railroad bridge at Manhattan
ville and the shore has been filled in, causing a beary
pressure against the bridge and embankment, which i*
here about a quarter of a mile in length. This prewar*
is said to have been perceptible during the last threw-
months, while the bay was being filled in. On Sondaj^.
about 10 A. M., some sixty feet of the bridge was forvnfl
completely away from the main structure into the riftr,
and about thirty feet of the track bent outwards at eneh
end of the break. An express train from the West bed
passed over the bridge but twenty minutes previous tr
the .accident, and a heavily laden cattle train arrived atH
about au hour subsequently. The escape of the pawwn
gers in the former may be considered truly miracai««%.
as the river i* very deep at this place. The loss to ihm
company must be considerable, and it will be some ti
before the damage can bo repaired..Journal of Cor.

Accidbnt to a Theatre..A singular accident hn_ _

at Bates's Theatre, at St. Louis, on Saturday, the 1TA
instant. Two or three sections of the roof. nearly aisay
U»t aoro»». .a.iepamg tno entire width of the building
co-*...lug tfie audience part of the theatre* gave way nsjt1 fell into the parquet. The iron railing round the net
gallery was knocked down, much of the decoration or thr
house ruined, and the parquet seats smashed. The 1m*
of life, had the accidcnt occurred at night when tbe per-
form a rice was going on and a large audience present.
would have been terrible. The accident resulted frvm
the weakness of the roof itself, which was designed a» *
self-eustaining roof.

A Fast Youxa Ma*..Fire young men were arraigned
at Cincinnati on Sunday morning for having, while on n

spree the preceding night, committed various acts of
rowdyism along the streets, in breaking signs, and bavinig
a jolly tine generally. Judge Spooner find two of then*
.Jo each, two others $10 each, and the fifth (O. IV. <!*¦>-
nis) was fined $20. He had during the progress i>f tk*
trial interrupted the court with slang remarks, and en
being ordered by the court to be quiet, cried out, " Then
is a free country ; if a man don't choose to woar sheas
he can go barefooted." Be silent, Mr. liannis ; yon nsn
fined $10 and costs for contempt of court. "Thasinn
free country ; if you have bo boots you can so barrfest
ed." Silence, Mr. liannis ; you are fined $10 for 1"
contempt of court. *. This is a free country; if yonl
no socks you can go barefooted,'* he again cried. Thn
Court tken formally arraigned him for contempt awi
sentenced him to a fine of $10 and costs, and confinement
in the cell of the jail, on bread and water, for ten days.
Samuel 31. Whelpley, the pretended lunatic who wuy>

ed from tuo Lunatic Asylum at Augusta (Me. ) and send
back a very clever note of excuse to the superintendesrt.
has been arrested, and will now be tried for the theft «f
the establishment which he hired at the livery stable and
forgot to return. He is an old and adroit rogue, and ww#
committed to the lunatic asylum instead of the Kiate
prison because he feigned lunacy successfully. He mm
in tho Mcxicnn war, aud has been engaged in sundry
thefts and robberies before.

Cn ancjk or Vixvi..The counsel of Maiktir F. Wmmt
and Robert Ward, the two brothers who lately enteral tkn
High School at Louisville, (Ky.) when Matthew dwt
down Mr. W*. H. G. IJltlkb, a teacher, were heard be¬
fore the Circuit Court of Jelferson county on Mooiky
last for a change of venue. The motion was resisted by
the Attorney for the Commonwealth. Various af&davi*
were introduced by the counsel for the defendant* ts
show that the excitement against them in Louisville sl-»
Jefferson is such as would be likely to prevent a fair *.¦-

impartial trial; and Judge Bum.ock decided that 1 *

change of venue should be granted. The question tfc ti
arose as to the county in which the trial should ta*-
place, the law providing that the county must be ad ad¬
joining one. A number of aftdavits were submitted fW ro
citiscns of Oldham, who made oath tliat, in their opaaivu
nn impartial trial could not be had in that county. Sk.^-
lar affidavits from citizens of Shelby were introduced x>
show that the «ame objection existed to a trial th«r*
The Judge decided that the case should go to Hardin
county.
On Sunday evening last Mr. Ilaynes, Superintend**. sf

the poor-house in Oroton, (Mass.) fehile laboring undera
temporary tit of insanity, attacked his wife with a rarer
and cut her throat, severing the jugular vein, so that ah*
died in a few moments. He then cut his own throat, ui
died iustantly.
The records of the London police courts daily tmt

with the most horrible accounts of men murdering tkwar
wives, and of attempts at crimes of bloodshed and crnettyr
at the bnrre recital of which the soul shudders. In tto
English rural districts the practice of forming "Hnrial
clubs" is very J revalent, ani nothing is moreeoaiMn

thap for a man or woman to join, pay a few weeka' inh-
scription, and then murder a child for the sake of tkn
few pounds appropriated towards funeral expense? liy Ac-
society. In reference to the great increase in the n«n-
ber of these murders, the Grand Jury at the last Lim~
pool assises made a presentment, of which the following;
is an abstract:
"The Grand Jury are of opinion that the interference «f

the legislature ii imperatively eallod for to put a stop to the
present ty^m of money payments by burial societies. Frss»
the cases brought oofore them at the present assises, a* »H)
as from past experience, the Grand Jury hare no deobt hj#
the »per<tte» tt n direct inotHtirr to mwdir, \md 'id
many of their fellow-beings are year after year hurried iw»»»
eternity by those most closely united to them by »he «ff
naturo ami of blood, If not of affection, for the snke of ttn*
few pounds to which by the rules of the societies, as at pre¬
sent constituted, the survivors are entitled.

'.The misdirection of these funds, and the alarming inerense
in crimes of violence, accompanied by the barbarous «*.
the knife, have forcibly impressed upon the minds ®f tW
Grand Jury the great importanee of extending the means ed
imparting education to all classes of the community for it I*
their unanimous opinion that no solid foundation for any
abiding and salutary change in the habits and pursuits sf tbe
poorer classes in this country can be hoped for unless swsfe
change is based upon Uie education and training ef Urn
young."


